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Joy to the world, the Lord is come
Let earth receive her King

Let every heart prepare Him room
And Heaven and nature sing 

He rules the world with truth and grace
And makes the nations prove
The light of His righteousness

And wonders of His love

Joy to the world, now we sing
Let the earth receive her king
Joy to the world, now we sing

Let the angel voices ring

Above are parts of a familiar Christmas hymn, 
‘Joy To The World’ written by Isaac Watts, The 
United Methodist Hymnal, No. 246. This hymn 
is based on Psalm 98 and celebrates Jesus’ 
second coming. Watts was an English poet 
and dissenting clergyman,1674-1748. “Joy to 
the world” was taken from the second part of 
the paraphrase (Psalm 98:4-9), entitled “The 
Messiah’s Coming and Kingdom.” For Watts, 
the psalms were not to be viewed as biblical 
material in their own right, but had value only 
inasmuch as they pointed toward the New Tes-
tament. Please check the link for more history 
of the hymn.                           
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/history-of-hymns-joy-to-the-world

Every time I hear this hymn or sing this hymn,  
I feel this overflowing joy. A joy that entirely 
sweeps the troubles of my heart. Just before I 
started writing this letter, I decided to listen to 

it. It led me to share with all of you that we can 
still find ‘JOY’ this Christmas. A kind of joy that 
can ease our pains, lighten our struggles and 
burdens, calm our hearts and kindle our  
Christmas spirits. 

Some people may find it hard to celebrate    
joyfully this Christmas - a lost of a loved one, 
losing a job a month before Christmas day, 
facing divorce, families living miles away and 
for other reasons that only you would know. 
Many people are having hardships this 
Christmas season but they cannot be robbed 
of a joyful holiday. No matter what are own 
struggles are, we must never set aside the true 
meaning of Christmas. It is not just about     
giving and receiving presents, not only being 
with our family but it is about the child who is 
born to us and for us, Jesus Christ. 

Let us anticipate Christmas differently this 
year. Be more excited that in Jesus, we can 
always confide in him for he is our Wonderful 
counselor. Jesus is our Mighty God who lives 
among us and only has the power to save us. 
An Everlasting Father, highlights Jesus’ equali-
ty with God. A kind of parent that only thinks of 
what is best for his/her child, who let a child 
commits mistakes to learn from it and a         
parent who loves unconditionally. Lastly, Jesus 
is our Prince of Peace. Christ’s mission is to 
bring peace to the wold. Sadly, today’s world is 
chaotic and hateful. Jesus presence should 
remind us not to lose hope that we will          

Isaiah 9:6 
For to us a child is born, to us a son is given,  
and the government will be on his shoulders.  
And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, 

 Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

https://unsplash.com/collections/3321900/christmas?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText


experience peace especially this Christmas.    
A peace within even if our labors are heavy. 
“Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy 
laden, and I will give you rest. Matthew 11: 28

When you decorate your house with trims and 
garlands this Christmas season, I hope that 
you will include Jesus Christ.  Let us not take 
away the true and real meaning of Christmas 
this year.  May the spirit of love fill your hearts 
and homes and may you find many reasons of 
happiness this season. 

Merry Christmas everyone!

In Christ I serve,

Pastor Nory Vedan Leachon 


