
 

	  

In light of what had happened at the Tree of Life Synagogue in Squirrel Hill, Pittsburgh on     
October 27, 2018 I cannot help but wonder, “when will these shootings end?” Is it just a matter of weeks 
or months before we are stunned again by another news of mass shooting in the country. The Gun       
Violence Archive (GVA) is a not for profit corporation formed in 2013 to provide free online public access 
to accurate information about gun-related violence in the United States. GVA will collect and check for 
accuracy, comprehensive information about gun-related violence in the U.S. and then post and dissem-
inate it online (https://www.gunviolencearchive.org). They provide reports of mass shootings, charts and 
maps, Congressional reports by states, last 72 hours report and other related reports of daily death-by-
guns. 

When I checked the ‘Last 72 hours’ report, an incident have already been reported as of Nov. 1, 
2018 the exact day I am writing this letter. I would prefer not to check this site but I wanted to know what 
is happening in our nation after the mass shooting in Pittsburgh. During my preaching on October 28, 
2018, I shared with the congregation my frustration, disappointment and sadness of what is happening 
with humanity. We are far more advanced in technology. Every year we are witnessing the advance-
ment of technology and how it affects our lives. But I have come to a realization that when it comes to 
the advancement of ‘humanity’, when it comes to the the highest level of how we should treat one an-
other regardless of race, gender and faith - we are failing. In Genesis 1:31 God looked over all God had 
made, and God saw that it was very good!  

All that God had made were good. Including generations after generations but clearly we       
humans have changed. We have become someone else instead of who God intended us to be. We are 
created to love one another (John 13: 34), to forgive one another (Matthew 6:14), to encourage one an-
other and build each other up (1 Thess. 5:11), and to love the Lord our God with all our heart; with all 
our soul; with all our mind ; with all our strength and to love our neighbor (Mark 12: 30-31). But if we 
look around us, if we read the news everyday, I know that you will agree with me that we have not been     
living the way we should be. 

We need to come together, we need to stand together and find ways to reduce the number of 
death-by-guns in our nation. I ask you to pray with me, to stand with me, to relay a message to our 
politicians to make sensible gun laws. Laws that will reduce easy access to dangerous weapons. Youth 
and individuals who are at risk of hurting themselves must not have easy access to firearms. We must 
ensure that our community is safe. We must ensure that our families are safe. We must ensure that we 
are all safe. We who live in a nation with many faith, a nation racially and ethnically diverse, a nation 
with many political views must be one and united. United in protecting the lives of all people and united 
in ensuring every human being is respected and loved.

In Christ, I serve. 
Pastor Nory Vedan Leachon

1 Corinthians 12:25-27 
25 so that there should be no division in the body, 

 but that its parts should have equal concern for each other.  
26 If one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part is honored, 

every part rejoices with it. 27 Now you are the  
body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it.
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