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Greetings my sisters and brothers,

It is that time of the year when UMC Annual Conferences are held across the 
nation. The annual (sometimes referred to as ‘regional’) conference is described by the 
church's Constitution and (other parts of the) Book of Discipline as the “basic unit” of 
the church. The United States has 56 annual conferences, supervised by bishops in 46 
episcopal areas. There are 75 annual conferences in Africa, Europe, and the 
Philippines, which are supervised by 20 bishops. (http://www.umc.org/who-we-are/annual-conferences)

Our New England Annual Conference is scheduled on June 14-16, 2018 at the 
Manchester Downtown Hotel in New Hampshire. This year’s theme is “Vital 
Conversations: Culture.” We are encouraged to acknowledge and embrace the 
scriptural verses from Ephesians 4:11-13 - to equip the saints for the work of ministry 
and to use the various gifts of all clergy and laity. 

All clergy are expected to attend the Annual Conference and laity are 
encouraged. What actually happens in the Annual Conference? Clergy members and 
lay members attend sessions for worship, Bible Study, fellowship, conduct business of 
the conference and reports of different conference committees. Sessions also include 
budget reports and proposals. There will also be a Memorial Service remembering 
pastors and spouses who have died in the past year. Churches that have completed 
their mission will be honored in this service. 

What I find so moving during AC’s is the Ordination Service for clergy and 
deacons. Seeing my friends and colleague consecrated to the vocation and calling they 
have embraced. But on May 30, 2018 Baltimore-Washington Conference Bishop 
LaTrelle Easterling issued a ruling of law during the BWC’s clergy session Wednesday 
night, stating that two individuals the Board of Ordained Ministry had approved were not 
eligible for ordination and commissioning because they are “self-avowed practicing 
homosexuals.” (http://www.bwcumc.org/news-and-views/bishop-upholds-um-discipline/) 

I have known Bishop Easterling for many years as she was my former District 
Superintendent in Metro Boston Hope District prior to my appointment in New 
Hampshire. She is a woman of prophetic voice and is very vocal to always stand on the 
side of justice. But when I read the article, ‘Bishop rules two LGBTQ clergy candidates 
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11The gifts he gave were that some would be apostles, some 
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 to maturity, to the measure of the full stature of Christ.
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ineligible’ from the umc.org, I cannot believed what had happened. I asked myself, 
where is justice? Why were two LGBTQ clergy candidates stripped off from their 
ordination? And to top it all, a colleague and now bishop whom I love so dearly have 
decided she can rule out the ordination of these two LGBTQ clergy candidates based 
on the Book of Discipline. But also in her statement she said, "I also believe that the 
Book of Discipline, written by human beings and therefore fallible and subject to the 
error of human intellect and understanding, has at times legislated discrimination, bias, 
and inequality. ... And yet, it is the book upon which we order our work together, and 
live in covenant with one another.” It is my hope that one day I will see Bishop Eaterling 
and have a discussion in what transpired in 2018 Baltimore-Washington Conference. 

The reason why I am sharing this with all of you is because I believe that one is 
called to ministry not based on sexuality. I am thankful to one UMC elder who reminded 
me and others who are called to full-time ministry, that our orientation does not qualify 
us or disqualify us from ministry. I ask all of you who is reading my letter this month to 
please pray for Joey Heath-Mason and T.C. Morrow, the two LGBTQ clergy candidates 
from 2018 Baltimore-Washington Conference and Bishop Easterling. The issue about 
sexuality in our denomination have caused great pains and hurts on both side. 

Also please take note that our Annual Conference happening this month will also 
be on livestream. You can all be updated to what is happening during the AC  sessions 
for three days. You may check our website or Facebook for the livestream link once the 
AC is in session. 

I ask for your prayers for our Annual Conference to engage in holy conferencing 
and allow the Holy Spirit to lead us to a more loving conversation during the entire 
conference. 
In Christ I serve, 

Pastor Nory Vedan Leachon
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