
 

I recently went back home to visit my family in Singapore and Philippines for three weeks.   
I cannot contain myself from the excitement that I will be with them again after one year and four 
months after my last visit 2017.  I have come to accept my living situation from the moment             
I         answered my call to ministry. Away from home and away from my family. There was so much 
thrill and enthusiasm when I was in seminary. That missing my family was just at the back of my 
mind.   I really didn’t have any time to entertain it at all.But the situation right now is different. I don’t 
know if comes with age or it comes with the realization of how much a family means. Despite of the 
flaws of any family setting, personality differences, different kinds of opinions, your family is God’s 
gift to you. Desmond Tutu, in his book God Has A Dream: A Vision of Hope for Our Time mentions, 
“You don't choose your family. They are God's gift to you, as you are to them.”

We may have lots of disagreements with our parents and siblings but guess what, we have 
them as they have us. I am also sure if I ask some of you to sit with me and share the good and 
fun times with your family, they will outnumbered the bad times. It is but normal to have arguments 
with them. Within our family there are times that we never guard our walls. We are transparent and 
vulnerable. We expect to be accepted for who we are. We laugh, we cry, we get angry but the end 
of the day - we stick to our family.

Tutu said, "Members of a family have a gentle caring and compassion for one another.   
How I pray that we will open our eyes and see the real, true identity of each one of us, that this one 
is not a white or black, Hindu, Buddhist, Christian, Muslim, or Jew, but a brother, a sister, and treat 
each other as such.” Family isn’t always blood. It is about relationship and our common humanity. 

I believed we will be living in a better and a peaceful world if we all mutually practice a     
loving and forgiving relationship within our own family and beyond. If we can only try to be more 
gentle and caring for one another. If we can try to recognize that we do belong together. That the 
survival of this world depends in the harmony of each of our relationship and the realization that we 
are all part of God’s family. A family who can transform a broken world, a family who will not be 
complacent with the injustices happening across the globe.It is my hope for you to take time and 
read the book God Has A Dream: A Vision of Hope for Our Time. Archbishop Tutu points out the 
importance of hope and dreams even if we face harsh realities and global conditions. This book is 
not only meant for Christians but also for all those of all faiths. I do hope that you will enjoy your 
read and to practice the lessons and learning from this wonderful and inspiring book. 

In Christ, I serve. 
Pastor Nory Vedan Leachon

Acts 16:31-34  
31They answered, ‘Believe on the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, 
you and your household.’ 32They spoke the word of the Lord to him 
and to all who were in his house. 33At the same hour of the night he 

took them and washed their wounds; then he and his entire family were 
baptized without delay. 34He brought them up into the house and  

set food before them; and he and his entire household rejoiced  
that he had become a believer in God.


