
Colossians 3:13-14 
13 Bear with each other and forgive one another if any  of you has a grievance 

against someone. Forgive as the Lord forgave you.
 14 And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity. 

Greetings everyone.

The 2019 Special Session of the General Conference is happening very soon. It 
will be held in The Dome, part of America’s Center Convention Complex in St. Louis 
from Feb. 23-26, 2019. It will focus on the issue of human sexuality and church unity 
with the goals of ending distracting and mission-compromising disagreement about how 
to be in ministry with LGBTQI people. The hope is that decisions made will allow the 
2020 General Conference to focus on mission and the next steps for the church’s 
unified global witness.1

The UMC 2016 Book of Discipline recognizes the “sacred worth” of all persons . 
But also states that "the practice of homosexuality is incompatible with Christian 
teaching,” and does not allow our clergy to perform same-sex weddings, our churches 
to host same-sex weddings, or for LGBTQ persons to be ordained.

During the 2016 General Conference that happened in Oregon resulted a 
creation of the Commission on a Way Forward. The Council of Bishops selected the 32 
members of the commission. The members were eight bishops, eleven laity, eleven 
elders and two deacons. Bishop Bruce R. Ough, president of the Council of Bishops 
said, “This group is representative of our theological diversity.”

The Commission on a Way Forward did months of studies, examination and look 
for possible recommendation in revising paragraphs in the BOD related to human 
sexuality. The Commission is proposing three plans to the General Conference on 
February. The General Conference is made up of 864 delegates (half lay and half 
clergy) who will vote on these plans.

A brief summary of the the three plans. 2
One Church Plan – removes the current BOD restrictions that do not allow 

clergy to perform same sex weddings, churches to host same sex weddings or 
conferences to ordain LGBTQ clergy. Adds in protective language that would ensure no 
one has to act against their convictions. Churches could continue to operate the same 
way they do now with no votes required. If churches wanted to host same-sex weddings 
it would require a church wide vote of approval. Bishops would work with churches to 
appoint pastors that match their convictions.

Connectional Conference Plan – restructures the church to create three 
smaller bodies (connectional conferences) within the denomination with their own Book 
of Discipline and rules around same-sex marriage and ordination of LGBTQ clergy. One 
part of the church would continue the current restrictions, another part would allow 
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churches and clergy to decide, and a third part would require clergy and churches to 
perform or host same-sex weddings. General Agencies would be reduced, and the role 
of the Council of Bishops would be redefined. Churches would have an opportunity to 
vote to choose which part of the church they wanted to be in if they disagree with the 
choice of their Annual Conference. Each part of the church would have its own unique 
name and logo.

Traditional Plan – keeps the current language around homosexuality and 
increases accountability by streamlining the processes to enforce penalties for 
violations of The Book of Discipline related to marriage and ordination of homosexual 
persons. Those who cannot live within the current Discipline requirements could create 
their own self-governing church that would be connected in some way to The United 
Methodist Church.

You may download a pdf copy of the overview of the three proposals by following 
this link (https://www.greatplainsumc.org/files/way+forward/three+plans+summary+sheet.pdf) or contact our 
church office for a hard copy. 

Late August 2018, a new group of United Methodists formed another plan. The  
“Simple Plan” if approved shall eliminate restrictions in the BOD in relation to the 
practice of homosexuality. Rev. Jay Williams who is the statement’s lead writer and the 
pastor of Union United Methodist Church in Boston said, “I pray that delegates receive 
the statement as a principled and provocative articulation of a ‘still more excellent way,’"
The statement bears the title “Ain’t I a Christian?” - a reference to the famed speech 
“Ain’t I a Woman?” by the Methodist abolitionist and itinerant preacher Sojourner Truth.3
(https://um-forward.org/our-stories/2018/8/24/aint-i-a-christian-theological-moral-and-ecclesiological-ground-of-the-
simple-plan)

“Hopefully, it invites reflection and sparks conversation that takes seriously the 
experiences of LGBTQIA+ persons as collaborators in the future of the church, instead 
of as ‘objects’ of debate,” Williams said.  A comparable chart of the four major plans  is 4

included in the February LINK. You may also download the chart following this link. 
(https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5b7fa689c3c16a93686201f4/t/5c39398a562fa75d70f10492/1547254158832/
Comparrison+Chart+v1.3.pdf)

Please be in prayer with me and lift up the decisions of the UMC General 
Conference 2019 to reflect a more loving and unified Body of Christ. Please pray for the 
delegates to the leading of the Holy Spirit, to practice Christian conferencing as they 
deliberate, discuss and vote for the future of the United Methodist Church. 

In Christ I serve,
Pastor Nory Leachon
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