
Greetings everyone,

The 2018 New England Annual Conference (AC) was held at the Manchester Down-
town Hotel from June 14-16. Here are some highlights of the AC. 

Bishop Episcopal Address

Paul’s letter to the Ephesians, “seem’s to imply that the  ministry precede’s unity.” He pointed 
out that, “we do ministry together until we are unified. We do not become unified in order to 
get ministry done.”  He recommended the book The Anatomy of Peace by the Arbinger Insti-
tute. Peace must begin with each of us, the bishop said. He called the United Methodist in 
New England to foster peace. To read the The Anatomy of Peace discuss it in small groups.
A key teaching from the book, is that it is not enough to see one another as human. We must 
act. We must follow through with concrete actions that demonstrate our conviction that every 
person is fully human and valued, the bishop said.

He also shared his vision for the New England Conference’s future and mentioned 
three goals in his address. 

First: Pastors Respite Fund - there is a need for clergy respite care in case of an 
emergency, medical need, or crisis. It is his hope that the NE Conference will generate a 
fund entitled, "Pastors Respite Fund," which would be managed by the United Methodist 
Foundation of New England. “Additionally, we are all aware of the rising cost of health insur-
ance for our clergy. One of the reasons for this is that our health insurance claims exceed 
what we pay in premiums. Encouraging our clergy to take the time and steps necessary to 
care for themselves and their health will reduce their stress and benefit everyone.”

Second: It is his hope that the Conference Conference Trustees and Council on      
Finance and Administration (GCFA) to assist the conference in addressing financial and 
property challenges. He said that GCFA could have a thorough look at our financial and 
physical resources, investments, and staff structure, and to advise us on steps we can take 
now to help ensure our long-term sustainability as a Conference.

Third: Acknowledging that this was a goal stated in his 2017 address, the bishop 
asked that the Connectional Table put the matter on the agenda for its Fall Retreat (Sept. 28-
29, 2018) with the leaders of Conference boards and committees, “so that we can present a 
plan for our involvement as a Conference in mission in different parts of the world in 2020 
and beyond.” https://www.neumc.org/newsdetail/bishop-delivers-annual-episcopal-address-11499750

Bishop Devadhar started his address by saying,” I want to address the 
“elephant in the room.” He mentioned that the elephant in the room is 
not human sexuality or homosexuality. “Our engagement of the conflict 
over homosexuality is but  one manifestation of a much deeper and 
more serious matter. Namely, the health of our communal heart as a 
people.” He continued saying the writer of Ephesians (4:11-13) speaks 
to this, “the ministries that will be continued (or not!) until we are unified 
in Christ,” this is the elephant in the room. 



Praise Team  from Medford, MA led the music for the Laity Session. The church is multi-cul-
tural, multi-racial and multi-linguistic. 

The Laity Season recognized the Conference’s current Deaconesses and Home   
Ministers. Conference Director of Lay Servant Ministry, Marie MacDougall shared that there 
will be some changes to Lay Servant Ministry training and encourages the laity to consider 
the courses. The laity were presented a gift. a bracelet reading Mark 9:23: “All things are 
possible for those who believe.”
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He said, “Pastors must invite laity to use their God-given gifts and talents for the    
mission and ministries entrusted to all of us. It is not for clergy to dominate or do the ministry 
while laity sit on the shoreline as spectators. A shared ministry is not only richer and fuller, it 
is the only faithful way to fulfill the mission to which all are called in baptism.”   

https://www.neumc.org/newsdetail/state-of-the-conference-report-tomorrow-is-today-11499949

2018 Laity Session                    
Rene Wilbur, Conference Lay Leader announced 
there were 99 new members this year. A handbook 
for local lay leaders will be published this summer. 
For additional details, please check the Conference 
website. There was no Laity Address this year     
because no one applied. She encourage the laity to 
take up the challenge next year. Mosaic Chapel’s

Guest preacher and Bible Study leader 
The Rev. Dr. Robert Allan Hill was this years guest preacher and Bible 
study leader. He is Dean of Marsh Chapel and chaplain to Boston          
University and a Professor of New Testament and Pastoral Theology. He 
led a short Bible study on this year’s guiding scripture Ephesians 4:11-13, 
The Voice, along with 1 Corinthians 12:12-31 and on John 17:3. 

2018 Service of Ordination and  
Commissioning 
Bishop Devadhar encouraged the 
ordinands to be willing to drop their 
nets and to trust God as they take 
risk in their ministry. He said, the or-
dinands decision to accept their call 
has far-reaching implications. “It will 
demand much more of you than the 
nets you have already left behind.”
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For all other reports, resolutions passed please check the New England UMC website.It is 
my hope that as a conference we will continue to live out our vision and mission.

Vision :Transformed by the Holy Spirit, united in trust, we will boldly proclaim Christ to 
             the world. 

        Mission: To equip, connect, and support local, regional, and global ministries to make 
 disciples of Jesus Christ, and to serve all in his name. 

In Christ, I serve.

Pastor Nory Vedan Leachon   


